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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Salvaging or Civilization. By H. G. Wells. MacMillan 
Company, New York. Pp. 199. 

To what are these blundering, violent unhappy times in 
which Europe finds herself today leading, asks Mr. Wells in 
the latest contribution from his prolific pen — to a debacle of 
disaster and ensuing decadence such as ended the Western 
Roman Empire? Or is this the turning point to a new and 
brighter day, when a new civilization, built upon the stead- 
fast rocks of universal peace will dawn? 

The answer lies with the civilized people of today, ac- 
cording to Wells, in "The Salvaging of Civilization." The 
crescendo scale on which the invention of mechanical de- 
vices for human destruction has risen since the beginning 
of the World War and in the three years succeeding the 
war has proved beyond doubt, he argues, that the abolition 
of war is no longer a humane undertaking, but a human 
one ; that it is inseparable from the survival of the civiliza- 
tion of today. 

"Armies will advance no longer along roads, but ex- 
tended in line, with heavy tank transports which will plow 
up the entire surface of the land they traverse," he states. 
"Aerial bombing, with bombs each capable of destroying a 
small town, will be practicable a thousand miles beyond the 
military front, and the seas will be swept clear of shipping 
by mines and submarine activities. There will be no dis- 
tinction between combatants and non-combatants, because 
every able-bodied citizen, male or female, is a potential pro- 
ducer of food and munitions; and probably the safest and 
certainly best supplied shelters in the universal cataclysm 
will be the carefully buried, sandbagged and camouflaged 
general headquarters of the contending armies. . . . 
The hard logic of war, which gives victory always to the 
most energetic and destructive combatant, will turn warfare 
more and more from mere operations for loot or conquest 
or predominance into operations for the conclusive destruc- 
tion of the antagonist." 

If, then, war must be abolished for the sole reason of the 
survival of the races, by what means shall it be abolished? 
By a league of nations? By world disarmament? No, says 
Wells. These fall short, he claims, because they are built on 
old conditions. They would build a new world out of 
precisely the same materials the old was made of. If not 
these, what then? A World State. 

This World State is to be fashioned somewhat after the 
United States of America, only the union shall embrace 
every country, big and small, on the globe. Boundaries 
shall sink into insignificance. Patriotism shall fade away 
and a universalism shall take its place, and all the peoples 
of the globe shall be linked together in a comprehensive 
organization working for universal peace and common weal. 
The governing body shall be known ' as a world council. 
There will be a Supreme Court determining not international 
law, but world law. There will be a world currency. There 
will be a ministry of posts, transport, and communications 
generally. There will be a ministry of trade in staple 
products and for the conservation and development of the 
natural resources of the earth. There will be a ministry to 
watch and supplement national education, and for the stimu- 
lation of backward communities. There will be a peace 
ministry to watch and study the belligerent possibilities of 
every new invention, etc. 

And so Wells continues, going more and more into detail 
of this Utopian world condition. He does not assume, how- 
ever, that we can plunge immediately into such a United 
World, but that it must be the result of a stupendous educa- 
tional campaign which must proceed for generations. 

In connection with this educational groundwork for his 
World State, Wells devotes the last part of his book to a 
discussion of the need for a Bible of Civilization, or a book 
which will give the history of the world from the standpoint 
of humanity as a whole, just as the Bible tells of the creation 
of the world, so that the idea of citizenship in the world, 
rather than in a section of the world, may be promoted. 

A Scavenger in Prance. By William Bell. C. W. Daniel, 
Ltd., London. Pp. I-XV, 353. 

This is a book by a thoughtful man, thinking his own 
thoughts in his own way, as he wandered and worked in 



Europe during the latter months of the war. An architect 
by profession, he joined the British Friends' War Victims 
Relief Committee, and in May, 1917, landed in France. 
Thenceforward he kept a diary, and the diary is now put in 
book form, under the rather unsatisfactory title above. He 
saw many things in Europe in those fateful months that 
have not been mentioned in the avalanche of books of war 
experience, for he saw with artistic and spiritual eyes, 
whereas too many others who have taken pen in hand saw 
only with very material eyes. 

So we have glimpses into the minds of many men on and 
behind the battle lines in France — pictures of what they 
really thought ; and musings upon art objects standing in 
the midst of the hurricane of war; and little, fleeting pic- 
tures of tragic home life in devastated Flanders; and con- 
trasts between men fighting in the trenches and men fight- 
ing at the breakfast table at home and hating much more 
deeply than the bayonet-exposed — picture after picture of 
the whole human tragedy of war, with glints of humor 
shooting through them — the work, in brief, of a thoughtful 
man, able to do what few others could do in those days — 
that is, maintain his perspective. And it is a well-written 
work. 

In this space no attempt may be made to tell particularly 
of the things worth while that the author has put on paper, 
although the temptation to record something of his picture 
of the "Exodus from Ham" is strong. What should be donS 
is to give a bit of insight into the mind of Mr. Bell — the 
mind which saw and recorded the things found in this book. 
It is a mind that writes, in the introduction, in this wise: 
"It is a merciful Providence which insures that the men who 
do the actual killing in war fulfill that function without any 
hatred in their souls. That is one of the miracles of war. 
The hatred and the bitterness generally borne against the 
official enemy by those who have never been in the war zone 
are totally absent from the heart of the average soldier. 
He kills with a clean conscience — more in pity than in 
anger — for he realizes in the trenches, if never before, that 
his neighbor across No-Man's-Land is a martyr to circum- 
stances like himself." It is the man who could thus see 
into hearts in the very midst of the hell of the World War 
who has written this book, and it should be read. 

Is America Safe fob Democracy? By William McDougall, 
Professor of Psychology in Harvard College. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York. Pp. I-VIII, 174. Appen- 
dices. $1.75. 

Professor McDougall holds out some slight hope for the 
American nation's continued progress. The slightness of 
the hope will cause reaction against his argument in many 
minds. It will not be "reasonable" to them. On the other 
hand, the body of argument he rears, approaching his 
subject anthropologically, in support of the theory that 
Europe has reached its zenith and is in decline, and that 
only America, with the possible exception of Japan, is justi- 
fied in seeing a small ray of sunlight ahead, will impress 
very many who vaguely discern in the events of the last few 
years a moral incompetence in the civilized world, an in- 
adequacy of the modern civilized man to meet the problems 
created by his own civilization. 

"It is true," writes Professor McDougall ominously, "that 
we haye obtained a wonderful command over the physical 
energies of the world ; but if we have not, individually and 
collectively as nations, the wisdom, the patience, the self- 
control, to direct these immense energies conformably to 
high moral ideals, our tampering with them will but hasten 
our end, will but plunge us the more rapidly down the slope 
of destruction. There is but too good ground for the fear 
that our knowledge has outrun our wisdom, that though we 
have learned to exploit the physical energies of the world, 
we have not the wisdom and morality effectively to direct 
them for the good of mankind." 

With that picture before him, the author recalls the fate 
of other civilizations, and that they rose and fell in a fashion 
that he symbolizes by the parabola. He finds that an in- 
creasing civilization makes a steadily increasing demand 
upon the qualities of the people living under it; and that 
repeatedly in the world's history the point has been reached 
at which the complex demands sapped the store of resource, 
after which, of course, the problems of the civilization went 
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unanswered, and the civilization and the people supporting 
it went into decline. 

Without following him into all the avenues of thought 
and experience that he treads in his book, it will suffice here 
to say that he holds the modern Western civilization to have 
drained excessively its stronger stock, its leader-producing 
stock, and also finds that stock now to be failing to repro- 
duce itself. 

Speaking specifically of England, Professor McDougall 
says : "The operation of the social ladder tends to concen- 
trate the valuable qualities of the whole nation in the 
upper strata, and to leave the lowest strata depleted of the 
finer qualities" — a process which makes for powerful leader- 
ship, so long as the raw material is produced. But the 
lowest strata cannot- be depended upon to yield from its 
depleted stock all or most of the leadership, to be sent up- 
ward along the social ladder. The stock at the top of the 
ladder must reproduce itself, if adequate leadership is to 
be had. And there is the rub. For," says Professor Mc- 
Dougall, "the upper strata . . . becomes relatively in- 
fertile. The causes are varied and complex and in the main 
psychological : late marriage, celibacy, and the restrictions 
of the family after marriage are the main factors." 

What he has said about England in these lines applies in 
varying degrees to the other leading nations of the Western 
World. What of the United States? "Fortunately, in this 
country," he says in his concluding paragraphs, "there is 
widely diffused a belief in the value of science and of its 
application to human life. You have many keen workers 
adding to the sum of knowledge and you have a widespread 
tendency to be guided by it. Therein lies your hope for the 
future." 

It is a book to read and ponder upon. 

The Problem of Foreign Policy — A Consideration of Pres- 
ent Dangers and the Best Methods for Meeting Them. 
By Gilbert Murray. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. Pp. 
I-XXVIII, 124. $1.50. 

This is a book well worth reading, especially as the Dis- 
armament Conference draws nearer, for Professor Murray 
brings to bear a sane perception of the world's ills and a 
fine habit of sound thinking. He is a League of Nations 
man, but that need not disturb those in this country who 
oppose the League, while seeking the end the framers of the 
League sought. Assume the denial of the League by Presi- 
dent Harding to be final ; there remain the great facts that 
caused innumerable men and women to turn to the League 
as the way out. And the cry for a way out still is heard 
throughout the world. The author states these facts, and 
the fundamental principle upon which the way out must be 
based, with a strength and fervor and clarity that will be 
beneficial to all. 

Not only was the world thrown into wreckage by the war, 
creating many new problems that seem almost insoluble, but, 
says Professor Murray in his able preface: "I think few 
serious students of public affairs will dispute that the long 
strain of the war, confusing our ideas of good and evil, and 
at times centering our hopes upon things which a normal 
civilized man regards with loathing, has resulted in a wide- 
spread degradation of political conduct. Things are done 
now, in time of peace, which would have been inconceivable 
before 1914. And they are done now because we grew ac- 
customed to worse things during the war." He adds that 
Thucydides remarked that one of the worst things about war 
is that it takes away your freedom, and puts you in a region 
of necessity, and in that region we become accustomed to 
the doing of ugly, impossible things. Writing as an English- 
man, he cites, in this regard, the terms to which the Allies 
were compelled to comply, to get Italy into the war on their 
side. 

Such is the basic condition in which the world finds itself, 
as it surveys itself after the defeat of the Germans. What 
is the remedy? In a word, the mobilization of the ethical, 
the moral, force of mankind. Professor Murray says that 
he does not make a demand that the statesmen of the world 
follow absolutely the Sermon on the Mount, as the funda- 
mental of the new order that must be had for the salvation 
of the world. He does not hope that mankind is in readin?ss 



to act in perfect accord with that concept as yet, although 
he thinks the statesmen will be benefited by rather more 
study to the Sermon than they are in the habit of giving. 
But he does call for "a return to a standard of public con- 
duct which was practised, or at least recognized, by the best 
governments of the world before the war, and which now 
seems to have been shaken, if not shattered." He criticizes 
his own government boldly in this connection. 

What he has to say about armaments is impressive. "It 
is said," he writes, "that Great Britain has actually made 
the greatest reduction, but both in numbers of men and in 
expenditure our standard is fantastically higher than what 
was forced upon us by German competition in 1914. . 
The vast size of the navy appears to be utterly unjustified, 
at any rate by conditions in Europe. The French army is 
far beyond the economic powers of France to support. The 
same seems to be true of Italy, and is certainly true of 
Serbia. . . . Greece is vastly overarmed." 

Social Workers' Guide to the Serial Publications of 
Representative Social Agencies. Edited by Elsie M. 
Rnshmore. The Russell Sage Foundation, New York 
City. Pp. 174. $3.50 net. 

Here is a work of reference of much value to students 
and to responsible administrators; and all based on the 
reports of approximately 4,000 institutions and organizations 
whose publications are on the library shelves of the Russell 
Sage Foundation. It is a co-operative work and assembles 
the results of the labors of some of the best social welfare 
experts of the country, and these co-ordinated and edited 
by the editor. If, as is claimed by sociologists, economists, 
and social historians, so much of the world's preventive 
and remedial labor, registered formally in the publications 
listed in this volume, is due to war as well as to disease, 
famine, and vice, we would have supposed that the societies 
that have labored for generations to end war would have 
found hospitality on this list. The Advocate of Peace as far 
back as 1828 was saying for its constituency what is now 
the common talk about war as hostile to social betterment. 
All phases of humane "internationalism" find representation 
on this list, save those of law, diplomacy, and politics. 
Chiefs of police, factory inspectors, "big brothers and 
sisters," white-slave traders, eugenists, and longshoremen, 
in their international relations, are recognized; but jurists, 
diplomats, and makers of international law and framers of 
national policies are omitted, save in one case. There is a 
reference to the Lake Mohonk Conferences. 

Revolution and Democracy. By Frederick C. Howe. B. W. 
Huebsch, Inc., New York City. Pp. 234. $2.00. 

Mr. Howe is one of the older Progressives of the country 
who, as he has grown older, has turneu to the left and not 
to the right, as most liberals are wont to do as age creeps 
on and economic fear obtrudes. Always better informed 
than most of his countrymen as to Europe's experimentation 
with socialism in its milder forms, and for a long time 
critic of the administrative and legislative processes of his 
own government in meeting social problems. Mr. Howe has 
come to be a prolific propagandist for causes of a revo- 
lutionary sort now finding ready and docile adherents, owing 
to the experiences of men .since the war began in 1914. 

This book, on its surface, shows the marks of hasty com- 
pilation for immediate use; but, even so, it is an arsenal of 
weapons for the critics of "privilege," whether that foe of 
democracy rears its head against educational, economic, or 
political reform. He sincerely believes that the Versailles 
Treaty was "the last word of capitalism that had become 
a system of world imperialism," but a world now in collapse, 
because through "sabotage" capitalism is destroying itself. 
He has little faith in modifications of the treaty of peace set 
up at Versailles, or in disarmament, or in reduction of 
burdens of taxation. Life will only be restored "when it 
produces freely, when it communicates freely, when it 
exchanges freely." 
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